Mr. Belin goes to Washington 


After nearly four months, “JFK,” Oliver Stone’s 
conspiratorial film about the Kennedy assas- 
f — % sination, is still among us and still excites 
JL Jl controversy. Now we have another, similar 
movie about Jack Ruby What we have not had is any 
informed rebuttal of the claims of such films. At least 
until now. 

Last week, speaking at the National Press Club, 
David Belin, a former counsel to the Warren Commis- 
sion that originally investigated the Kennedy murder 
and found that Lee Harvey Oswald acted alone, deliv- 
ered a devastating critique of Kennedy assassination 
theories in general and Mr. Stone’s version in particu- 
lar. It is Mr. Belin’s strong belief, which he has sup- 
ported in two books and innumerable other speeches 
and articles, that the Warren Commission was right — 
that there was no conspiracy — and the case for his 
view merits serious consideration. 

Unfortunately, the press coverage of Mr. Belin’s 
speech the following day was almost non-existent, 

: which may lend credence to his angry charge that 
much of the nation’s press is more interested in the 
unfounded sensationalism of conspiracy theory than 
in the more sober details of real evidence. Whatever 
the reason for the silence about Mr. Belin and his side, 
conspiracy advocates need to respond to his argu- 
ments. 

Mr. Belin points out that “JFK” repeatedly ignores 
or misrepresents the known facts of the assassination 
and its investigation. Thus, while the Stone film takes 
as one of its authorities the findings of the 1978 House 
' Assassinations Committee that supposedly proved the 
existence of a conspiracy, “JFK” repeatedly distorts 
what the 1978 report really found as well as its rela- 
tionship to the findings of the Warren Commission. 

; Mr. Belin points out that the 1978 report concluded 
that “Lee Harvey Oswald fired three shots at President 
John E Kennedy. T\vo shots hit, one shot missed,” and, 
says Mr. Belin, “that’s exactly what the Warren Com- 
■ mission found. And it’s diametrically opposite to Mr. 

• Stone,” whose film claims that Oswald killed no one. 

Moreover, the 1978 report, cited as authoritative in the 
; Stone film, rejects Mr. Stone’s claim that three 
marksmen fired at the president in “triangulation.” 

Secondly, Mr. Belin points out that the technique of 
; neutron activation analysis was used by the 1978 
: House committee to show that the bullet fragments 


from Kennedy’s body came from the round that also 
struck Gov. John Connally — substantiation of the 
“single bullet” theory. Mr. Stone’s film doesn’t mention 
this inconvenient fact, which contradicts the claim that 
there were other gunmen firing other bullets. 

As for the finding of the 1978 House committee that 
Mr. Stone does cite — that acoustical evidence from 
police radios in Dealey Plaza at the time of the assas- 
sination shows that other shots were fired — Mr. Belin 
says that the acoustical evidence was “subsequently 
disproved” by a 1982 study that showed that sounds 
believed to come from another shot actually occurred 
more than a minute after the assassination. 

Mr. Belin also notes that “JFK” purports that Os- 
wald did not kill Dallas Police Officer J.D. Tippitt and 
never mentions the six different witnesses who identi- 
fied Oswald as Tippitt’s killer. He notes that the Stone 
film makes no mention of Howard Brennan, a witness 
who actually saw Oswald firing from the Book Deposi- 
tory, and that it makes no mention either of cartridge 
cases found at the “sniper’s nest” nor of postal inspec- 
tor Harry Holmes in the interrogation of Lee Oswald. 

The latter is crucial. Conspiracy advocates say that 
Ruby was part of the plan to eliminate Oswald so he 
could be framed for the assassination posthumously, 
but the Holmes incident contradicts this theory. On the 
morning that Ruby killed Oswald, Holmes decided 
spontaneously to drop by police headquarters and as- 
sist in the interrogation of Oswald. His questioning 
delayed the removal of Oswald by half an hour, and had 
he not unexpectedly shown up to quiz the suspect that 
morning, Ruby would not have been in the police ga- 
rage when Oswald was moved and therefore could not 
have killed Oswald. Only by postulating that Holmes 
too is part of the conspiracy can the conspiracy theory 
be salvaged. 

Mr. Belin had some irate remarks about Oliver 
Stone, Warner Bros, and “media conglomerates” in 
general, and whether his anger is justified or not, his 
point that “news media” often prefer glitzy speculation 
to hard fact contains merit. Mr. Belin deserves a hand 
for his courage in pointing out some uncomfortable 
facts that turn a lot of the Kennedy conspiracy theories 
into sliced salami. If the theorists have anything sub- 
stantial to say in response, they’ll have to do better than 
Oliver Stone and his multimillion-dollar propaganda 
movie. \ 


